Morphometric analysis of the human ophthalmic nerve and the aging process.
In the present study, the morphometric changes that occur in the human ophthalmic nerve fibers during the aging process were analyzed with the use of new discriminative staining method, which permits simultaneous observation of the axon and surrounding myelin sheath. Morphometric data on axons were collected in 45 human cadavers. A significant reversed correlation was observed between those data and the age of the subject. Our results indicate that definite changes occur in the ophthalmic nerve during the aging process.